We review the theoretical status and the future perspectives of the most important electroweak precision observables in the MSSM. This comprises the mass of the W boson, M W , the effective leptonic mixing angle, sin 2 θ eff , the mass of the lightest MSSM Higgs boson, m h , and the anomalous magnetic moment of the muon, a µ . The impact of the parametric uncertainties from the experimental errors of the input parameters is studied, and an estimate for the remaining uncertainties from unknown higher-order corrections is given. The need for future improvements in the theory predictions is investigated. We review the theoretical status and the future perspectives of the most important electroweak precision observables in the MSSM. This comprises the mass of the W boson, MW , the effective leptonic mixing angle, sin 2 θ eff , the mass of the lightest MSSM Higgs boson, m h , and the anomalous magnetic moment of the muon, aµ. The impact of the parametric uncertainties from the experimental errors of the input parameters is studied, and an estimate for the remaining uncertainties from unknown higher-order corrections is given. The need for future improvements in the theory predictions is investigated.
INTRODUCTION
Theories based on Supersymmetry (SUSY) [1] are widely considered as the theoretically most appealing extension of the Standard Model (SM). SUSY predicts the existence of scalar partners to the SM fermions, and spin-1/2 partners to the gauge and Higgs bosons. So far, the direct search for SUSY particles has not been successful, setting lower bounds of O(100 GeV) on their masses [2] .
An alternative way to probe SUSY is via the virtual effects of the additional particles to precision observables. This requires a very high precision of the experimental results as well as of the theoretical predictions. The most relevant electroweak precision observables (EWPO) in this context are the W boson mass, M W , the effective leptonic weak mixing angle, sin 2 θ eff , the mass of the lightest CP-even MSSM Higgs boson, m h , and the anomalous magnetic moment of the muon, a µ ≡ (g − 2) µ .
Concerning the EWPO's three different errors have to be distinguished:
1. the experimental error: the future anticipated accuracy sets the scale that has to be matched with the other two types of errors.
2. the intrinsic error: this error is due to unknown higher-order corrections. We will review the current status in the theoretical prediction of the EWPO's. Emphasis is being put on the missing calculations to match the future experimental error.
3. the parametric error: experimental errors in the input parameters yield this uncertainty in the prediction of the EWPO's. In principle this applies to the SM as well as to the SUSY parameters. However, the future uncertainty in the SUSY parameters are highly model dependent. Therefore we will not investigate their impact here. The status and the future expectation of the SM parametric errors is being analyzed.
Provided a high accuracy in both, the experimental determination and the theoretical predictions for the EWPO's, electroweak precision tests (i.e. the comparison of accurate measurements with predictions of the theory), allow to set indirect constraints on unknown parameters of the MSSM. SUSY higher-order corrections to M W , sin 2 θ eff and m h depend most strongly on the third generation scalar quarks. a µ depends at the one-loop level on the second generation sleptons and on the masses of the neutralinos and charginos. Thus precise measurements of these observables allow to obtain indirect information on various parts of the SUSY spectrum.
THE W BOSON MASS AND THE EF-FECTIVE MIXING ANGLE
The two most common electroweak precision observables (EWPO) that are used to check the validity of the SM or the MSSM are the M W and sin 2 θ eff . M W can be obtained iteratively from
where ∆r contains the higher-order corrections. The effective weak leptonic mixing angle is defined as
where g f V,A are the couplings of a fermion f to the Z boson on the Z resonance, Q f is the corresponding electric coupling, and higher-order contributions enter through corrections to g f V,A . The status and the future expectations of the three errors is as follows:
1. The current and anticipated future experimental uncertainties are summarized in Tab. 1. See [3] for a detailed discussion and further references.
2. The SM part 1 of the MSSM evaluation of M W and sin 2 θ eff is quite advanced, leading to [5] 
The full one-loop contributions to M W and sin 2 θ eff arising in the MSSM can be found in [6] . The leading two-loop corrections, entering via the ρ parameter, have been obtained at O(αα s ) [7] and O(α [8] . The leading gluonic corrections to ∆r of O(αα s ) (i.e. the only two-loop calculation beyond the ∆ρ approximation) has been obtained in [9] . Using the methods described in [3] we arrive at the estimate [4] 
3. The most important parametric errors for M W and sin 2 θ eff come from the m t and the hadronic contribution to the fine structure constant, ∆α had . Currently we have
For the future one can hope for By comparing the LC/GigaZ error with the future parametric error it can be seen that M W will be well under control. However, even with the optimistic assumption for ∆α had the experimental GigaZ precision can hardly be matched. Concerning the intrinsic error, especially for sin 2 θ eff , a large effort, probably a full two-loop calculation, will be necessary to arrive at the required GigaZ precision.
THE LIGHT MSSM HIGGS MASS
The mass of the lightest CP-even MSSM Higgs boson can be predicted from the other model parameters. At the tree-level, the two CP-even Higgs boson masses are obtained as a function of M Z , the CP-odd Higgs boson mass M A , and the ratio of the two vacuum expectation values tan β. In the Feynman-diagrammatic (FD) approach the higher-order corrected Higgs boson masses are derived by finding the poles of the h, H-propagator matrix. This is equivalent to solving
where theΣ(p 2 ) denote the renormalized Higgsboson self-energies, p is the external momentum.
The status of the available results for the selfenergy contributions to eq. (9) in the real MSSM can be summarized as follows. For the one-loop part, the complete result within the MSSM is known [12] [13] [14] . Concerning the two-loop effects, their computation is quite advanced, see [15] and references therein. They include the strong corrections at O(α t
1. The experimental error will be ∆m exp h ≈ 200 MeV at the LHC, provided the channel gg → h → γγ is sufficiently strong [21] . At the LC a mass determination down to ∆m exp h ≈ 50 MeV will be possible [10] .
2. The current intrinsic error consists of four different pieces: − missing momentum-independent two-loop corrections: By varying the renormalization scale at the one-loop level, these two-loop uncertainties can be estimated to be ±1.5 GeV [22] .
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− missing momentum-dependent two-loop corrections: since at the one-loop level the momentum corrections are below the level of 2 GeV, it can be estimated that they stay below ±0.5 GeV [15] . − missing 3/4-loop corrections from the t/t sector: by applying three different methods (changing the renormalization scheme at the two-loop level; direct evaluation of the leading terms in a simplified approximation; numerical iterative solution of the renormalization group equations) these corrections have been estimated to be at about ±1.5 GeV (see [15] and references therein). − missing 3/4-loop corrections from the b/b sector: the corrections from the b/b sector can be large if both, µ and tan β are sufficiently large. For µ > 0 it can been shown [23] that the twoloop corrections give already an extremely precise result, provided that the resummation of (α s tan β) n terms [16] is taken into account. On the other hand, for µ < 0 the 3-loop corrections can be up to ±3 GeV [23] . Since the results for a µ favor a positive µ (see below) we do not consider this possibility here. The current intrinsic error can thus be estimated to be ±3 GeV [15] .
If the full two-loop calculation (in an FD suitable renormalization) as well as the leading 3-loop (and possibly the very leading 4-loop) corrections are available, the intrinsic error could be reduced to about ±0.5 GeV. This seems to be possible within the next 5-10 years.
3. The currently induced error by M W and m b are already almost negligible, and will be irrelevant with the future precision of these input parameters [25] . On the other hand, m t and α s play a non-negligible role. Currently we have [25] δm t ≈ 4.3 GeV ⇒ δm From the LC one can hope to achieve in the future
By comparing the LC (or even the LHC) precision for m h with the intrinsic and parametric error, it becomes clear that a huge effort from both the theoretical and from the experimental side will be necessary in order to fully exploit the precise m h measurement. Without a reduction of the intrinsic error by about a factor of 10, even the LHC precision will be worthless. The parametric uncertainty emphasizes the complementarity of the LHC and the LC. Already for the LHC precision of m h the LC precision of m t will be needed in order to match the level of δm h ≈ 200 MeV.
THE ANOMALOUS MAGNETIC MO-MENT OF THE MUON
The final result of the Brookhaven "Muon g − 2 Experiment" (E821) for the anomalous magnetic moment of the muon, a µ ≡ (g − 2) µ /2, reads [26] 
It is unclear whether this result will be improved within the next ∼10 years. The SM prediction de-pends on the evaluation of the hadronic vacuum polarization [27] [28] [29] [30] , and light-by-light contributions [31] (for a recent reevaluation describing a possible shift of the central value by 5.6 × 10 −10 , see [32] ). Depending on the hadronic evaluation the difference between experiment and the SM prediction lies between There is hope that the comparison of the SM prediction with the experimental result can become much more precise, even without new direct experimental data on a µ . This will require on the one hand a better understanding of the light-bylight contributions, and on the other hand a better control (driven by new experimental data) on the hadronic corrections to a µ . This discrepancy between experiment and SM prediction can be easily explained by SUSY. The supersymmetric one-loop contribution [33] is approximately given by deviation, if M SUSY lies roughly between 100 GeV (for small tan β) and 600 GeV (for large tan β). Eq. (17) also shows that for certain parameter choices the supersymmetric contributions could lie outside the 3σ band of the allowed range according to (15) , (16) . This means that the (g−2) µ measurement places strong bounds on the SUSY parameter space. This is important for constraining different variants of SUSY models and complements the direct searches. Even after the discovery of supersymmetric particles, indirect bounds derived from (g − 2) µ will provide important complementary information to that obtained from direct measurements.
In order to fully exploit the precision of the (g − 2) µ experiment within SUSY, a reduction of the intrinsic error down to the level of about ±1× 10 −10 is desirable. This level has been reached for the perturbative part of the SM evaluation, see [34] and references therein.
For the SUSY contributions, a similar level of accuracy has not been reached yet, since the the status of the corresponding two-loop corrections is much less advanced. Only four parts of the twoloop contribution have been evaluated up to now. The first part are the leading log (m µ /M SUSY )-terms of SUSY one-loop diagrams with a photon in the second loop. They amount to about −8% of the supersymmetric one-loop contribution (for a SUSY mass scale of M SUSY = 500 GeV) [35] .
The second known part are the diagrams with a closed loop of SM fermions or scalar fermions calculated in [36] . It has been shown in [36] that, if all experimental constraints are taken into account, the numerical effect of these contributions amount up to about 5 × 10 −10 , except in rather restricted parameter regions with non-universal sfermion mass parameters involving very disparate mass scales.
The third part consists of diagrams with a closed chargino/neutralino loop, evaluated in [37] . These corrections are suppressed by a factor of ∼ 50 compared to the one-loop result if all SUSY masses have roughly the same value. However, if the one-loop result is suppressed by heavy slepton masses, the two-loop corrections can be of the same order. In general they can amount up to ∼ 5 × 10 −10 . The fourth part are the diagrams that arise from the electroweak two-Higgs-doublet model part of the MSSM. They also have been evaluated in [37] . These contributions are in general small as compared to the one-loop result and hardly exceed 2 × 10 −10 . Despite the recent progress in the evaluation of two-loop corrections, the remaining uncertainties are still larger than the required 1 × 10 −10 . The missing SM/SUSY corrections to the oneloop MSSM result can be enhanced by large top and bottom Yukawa couplings; the two-loop QED corrections [35] could be modified if the SUSY particles do not have one common mass scale. If the full two-loop result will be available the intrinsic uncertainties for a SUSY µ will be reduced to the required level, provided that the mass scales in the MSSM are not extremely disparate (which will be tested experimentally).
